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AC: Hi, my name is Alexa Connell, and I have Megan O'Donnell here with me. We're
both juniors at Merrimack College, and today I'm going to be interviewing her for my oral
history project. Before I start, I'm going to go over the consent form with Megan. So you
are being asked to participate in an interview in connection with the Merrimack College
Department of History course, “History Outside the Classroom,” as part of a public
history project documenting the Merrimack College community’s experiences during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The interview will be conducted by a Merrimack College student
enrolled in this class- which is me. It will be conducted and digitally recorded through
Zoom. Afterwards, it will be transcribed by the interviewer; both the recorded interview
and the transcript will be made available for the public. You will retain the copyright to
your recording and transcribe words but will be asked to sign a Creative Commons
license, which you've already signed, allowing use of the interview. You will be asked
about your experiences during the pandemic with particular attention to your
experiences as they relate to the Merrimack College community. Participation is
voluntary. If at any point you're uncomfortable with participating in the project you are
free to drop out. During the interview itself you may refuse to answer any questions you
do not want to answer. You may also request to stop the recording at any time, including
to clarify or think questions through before proceeding. After the interview, you'll be able
to review the recording and may request any part of the interview to be excluded.

Okay, so my first question is, what was going on in your life prior to the pandemic?

ML: I just got to school as a freshman, and I was living on campus in Ash [a freshman
dormitory at Merrimack] and then taking classes.



AC: Do you remember the first time you’ve heard about COVID and can you describe
it?

ML: I think that me and you were actually on a service learning trip for our politics class
and there was an article on Twitter or a TikTok or something that was saying how it was
from kids vaping and stuff–it was coming from Chinese vapes and then someone in
front of us turned around and was like, “It's not from vapes.” [laughter] And then we all
started laughing-

AC: Yeah.

ML: And then they told us what it was about and I think we went back to my dorm and
looked it up.

AC: So when that happened, what did you think was going to happen from that point
forward? Did you think what happened was going to happen or did you think maybe
something less extreme or more extreme?

ML: No, I just thought that–nothing–it was gonna be like the flu I guess, like nothing's
really going to happen like when swine flu happened, it was like a few people got it.

AC: Yep.

AC: Okay, so, Megan lives in Massachusetts. Is that okay? Is that okay for us to share?

ML: Yeah.

AC: So it was in March when the first lockdown started happening in Massachusetts.
What were the lockdowns like for you? And what were the hardest parts?

ML: So we went on break, obviously and then we just like never came back.
And I worked in a school so that kind of sucks–sorry, stunk because I couldn't work
anymore because obviously no schools were in session right when it first happened and
I work in a special needs school so it took even like a little bit longer. So, like they didn't
have paras [paraprofessionals] do online school so I kind of like didn't have a job for a
while, which stunk, so that was kind of–

AC: What were some of the positives that happened?



ML: I liked staying home with my dogs. And me and my mom would cook a lot, that was
like–not fun, it would get a little bored I guess–but it's fun learning a bunch of recipes
with her.

AC: Do you remember the first time you wore a mask? Or one of the first times you
wore a mask?

ML: [pause] Yeah! It was when I wanted to go visit my dad and I was like waving at him
from the driveway and he was in the garage, and we were both wearing masks. That’s
the first time I can think of.

AC: Last summer the state's reopening plan began to come into effect. Was there
something that you were really excited about opening back up?

ML: Restaurants, I guess cause that was fun, and then work.

AC: Mhm.

AC: What do you miss from the pre pandemic life?

ML: I guess like being scared when one of my family members is sick like, is this
COVID? Because before I was just like, they will feel better in three days.

AC: Yep. Was there a point where you felt like there was a new normal?

ML: Kinda when they said that we could come back to school and just wear masks I
was like, oh, like, I guess that's better than it was.

AC: Mhm. Were you or anyone close to you affected by the virus?

ML: Yeah, a few of my friends had it, and then my uncle had it this past summer, I think
actually.

AC: How do you feel like you've changed since you’ve experienced a pandemic?

ML: I feel like I had to spend a bunch of time with myself, that I kind of like learned a lot
about myself and–being alone isn't scary I guess.



AC: Mhm. Do you have any advice to future generations that might be experiencing or
go through a pandemic that you'd want to share and you wish that you might have
learned - or somebody would have told you before?

ML: Something that I would tell other people I guess is if you just follow the rules, that
it’ll be a lot easier. And then something that I wish that someone told me was that it
[COVID] wasn't going to go away when things started opening up I guess because I
kind of started going out a lot and then I remembered getting sick for the first time, I was
like, oh my god is this COVID? But it was strep.

AC: Yeah.

ML: And I was like, so scared.

AC: Yup. So, when it was mid-semester, and it was right before spring break, and we
went on break and then break got extended, and then we never came back. Can you
just describe your transition from attending classes in person to attending classes
online?

ML:  It was kind of hard, because we've always been in class together so like you know
like, like you're the same way–like in person it's easier for us, and I like seeing the
teacher and being able to go to the library and stuff like that and I don't have that access
at home. So, and especially during a pandemic I wouldn't go to the library and like hang
out there so that was kind of hard and I don’t have the best wifi and stuff.

AC: So what were some of the factors that influenced you to go remote during your
sophomore year?

ML: A lot of my friends were doing it so I kind of didn’t want to go random if a lot of the
classes that I had already signed up for were remote because I think like, only one of
them was hybrid and the rest of them were remote so there was literally no point in
taking them on campus if it’s online.

AC: How were classes online overall? In general, how did you feel about Zoom?

ML: I didn't mind it, I feel like the teachers definitely tried their best to make it as easy for
the students as possible. They adapted really good.

AC: Was it difficult being away from classmates, or being not able to, like you said, have
that one on one interaction with the teacher in person?



ML: Yeah, I definitely think it's easier to just ask a teacher, I don’t know, like questions in
person because over Zoom it gets kind of hard to talk over each other like-

AC: Yup and like raise your hand and stuff?

ML: Yeah. [laughter]

AC: Yeah I understand that. Did you ever feel like there were things you were missing
out on being remote?

ML: Kind of just like little day to day things, like when we would go to Sparky’s and stuff
that was fun–just living on campus, I guess.

AC: Can you give us a rundown of your day to day routine because I know that you had
a routine, a very specific routine, during quarantine that you developed that wasn't
necessarily your routine before COVID happened?

ML: Yeah, so I was really bored so I would try to find things to fill my day. So I’d wake
up, and then I would go to my 8am and then I’d work out, and then I’d shower, eat
breakfast. I think I had a class after that and then I would do homework until our 8[pm]
class, and then I'd go to that, then go to bed.

AC: Do you feel like you had advantages being remote?

ML: Yeah. In some ways, I guess. I don’t know, because if a teacher asks a question in
class and I don’t know the answer, they can see me looking it up. But if you do it on like
[Zoom] and you want to be like the one that answers the question and no one is
answering it, you know what I mean?

AC: Yeah.

ML: You can like, look it up on Zoom and they don't really know and then the other one
in person if you look it up they know. [laughter]

AC: I was gonna say do you feel like you had drawbacks being remote but I feel like-

ML: Just like the wifi, and the not in-person experience.



AC: Do you feel like you had a good overall social-life balance during that time you were
remote?

ML: Not really just because like, more than half of it, you couldn't really see people just
because of corona but, like, when I could [see people], when things started opening
back up and yeah, it was more balanced.

AC: If you were able to go back, would you choose the decision to go remote again?

ML: Yeah. I think so.

AC: Why?

ML: I feel like I would always get, because you still get emails from Merrimack of what's
happening on campus even when you're not there. So, I would just get so many break
out emails. Like, I didn’t want that. It was a good way, not like a good way obviously, but
like a way to save money during college. [inaudible]

AC: How has it been school-wise coming back, remote to in-person, and still having to
go through COVID?

ML: It's kind of weird but it feels the same as freshman year in a way.

AC: Can you share some of the differences?

ML: Yeah, like the masks, like that doesn't really bother me anymore, just you know
because we have been wearing them for so long but once we can stop wearing them
again it will feel exactly like freshman year again I feel like, it’s all the same thing.

AC: I think those are all the questions I have. Thank you for allowing me to interview
you.

[laughter]

ML: Thank you for interviewing me.


